INTRODUCTION

inexperience, while the Company's servants
refused to serve outside the Fort. Raza Sahib
and the chief merchants, including the diarist,
were obliged to accept responsibility for the
pay of additional sepoys. At first this was
only expected to last till d'Ache's squadron
arrived ; but as timo wont on, and the ships
did not appear, the obligation was continued ;
a plan for dividing the cost among a larger
number of persons fell through; and Ranga
Pillai was constantly vexed by the sepoys
demanding their pay or sitting dhamtt at his
doors.

Attempts were made to enlist on the side
of the French the rising military talents of
Haidar 'AIL Ever since 1752 the Mysoroans
had desired vengeance on Muhammad 'Ali for
having broken his promise to deliver Trichi-
nopoly into their hands. In the hope of
getting the place they had contributed materi-
ally to the financial needs of Dupleix ; and
now it was hoped to buy thoir support by the
cession of Ty&gar and the promise of French
help in their projected expansion southward
when the English had boon defeated, Nor-
onha, Bishop of Halicarnassus, conducted
the negotiations to a successful conclusion. A
body of Mysoreans under Haidar's brother-in-
law, evaded the detachment sent by Cooto
against it, and reached Pondichory* A ball